
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JULY 12, 2016 

 

The Work Session of July 12, 2016 was called to order at 3:05 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Open Public Comment period was announced by the Administrator. 

 

Board of Education member Mary Fagan stated that she had come to the 

Commissioners to start an exploratory conversation regarding the school taxes that are 

received from Tavistock.  Commissioner Rochford asked for the current cost per pupil.  

Ms. Fagan stated that tuition is $11,000 per student.  She then asked if school taxes could 

be charged to Tavistock without having to merge them into Haddonfield.  It was noted 

that the only way to do that would be for Haddonfield and Tavistock to merge.  After a 

brief discussion it was stated that Tavistock would most likely not be interested in merging.  

The Borough Solicitor announced that the original reason the Tavistock separated into 

their own municipality circa 1920 was because of the current blue laws on the books as 

they wanted to be able to play golf on Sundays.  Ms. Fagan left the meeting at 3:14 p.m. 

 

The Partnership for Haddonfield’s Retail Coordinator, Remi Fortunato, then joined the 

meeting to discuss changes to the Outdoor Merchandise Display regulations.  It was 

noted that the requested changes were for additional retail signage.  The new signage 

would be for restaurants and stores on the highway that are at leave 51% retail.  Questions 

were raised about this restriction being on those retail establishments on the highway, but 

side streets would be allowed to put out the new signage.  It was noted that this was just 

going to be a test to see what the business owners think.  It will be revisited in January to 

see if there are any issues.  The Commissioners agreed to put the ordinance on the 

meeting agenda for later this evening.  Ms. Fortunato left the meeting at 3:22 p.m. 

 

The Administrator reviewed changes being suggested to the Smoke Detector Inspection 

ordinance per previous discussions with the Commissioners.   She noted that this 

amending ordinance is on the agenda for tonight’s meeting.   These changes involve an 

increase in the price to become compliant with the State’s requirements, as well as 

allowing a waiver in certain circumstances.  These waivers will only occur when a new 

construction home has received final inspection within 60 days of requesting the fire 

inspection permit.  The justification is that the home would have received a fire inspection 

under the new construction and would not have received a CO without the inspection.  

The possibility of waivers for the sidewalk inspection was reviewed and the Commissioners 

agreed to just require money put into escrow.  The Commissioners agreed to keep the 

smoke detector inspection ordinance on the evening’s agenda. 

 

The Borough Solicitor reviewed the abandoned home ordinance from Collingwood 

versus State Statutes.  He reviewed the lien process and the taking of possession and 

control by petitioning the court, making repairs and putting the property up for sale with 

the municipality getting their money once it has been sold.  The bank would get up to 

the amount of debt once sold.  Mayor Kasko asked if the banks or the mortgage 

companies would fight against doing something like this.  The Solicitor replied that he felt 



 

 

they would fight against something like this.  He then reviewed the work has been done 

regarding the issues at 127 S. Atlantic, which is an abandoned property.  Commissioner 

Rochford asked if the property could be condemned.  The Solicitor cautioned that the 

Borough would still have to pay fair market value for the property.  Commissioner 

Rochford stated that he would then like to do what is necessary to take these owners to 

court to get the necessary work done.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the Borough 

would have to go through the process of fixing the property or could it just be sold to a 

developer.  There is a home near him that has these same issues but he is concerned that 

Borough could be contributing to the "McMansion" issue in town.  The Solicitor 

commented that having an ordinance in place like that in Collingswood would cost the 

Borough, both in personnel and money.  He is in the process of contacting the current 

owner of the 127 S. Atlantic Avenue property and he needs to get someone to tell him 

all the things that are wrong with the property.  Steve Walko joined the meeting at 3:41 

p.m. to discuss when he can condemn a property and what access he has.  He generally 

needs to get permission from the owner to enter a property.  The Administrator suggested 

having the Zoning Officer go to the property to make a list of issues per the property 

maintenance code, have Mr. Walko declare it unsafe if that is the case, then send these 

two items to the owner.  This should be the start of the process.  The Commissioners agreed 

to move forward with these letters going out by the end of the week.  The Solicitor will 

follow up with the servicing company of the owner also.  He noted that the Borough can 

prove per the history that we have been worked around and ignored.  The Administrator 

also advised of additional issues from the lack of an easement for access to the garage, 

which is located on one of two lots owned by the same person, who sold off one piece 

with the garage, but access to that garage is on the other parcel.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli then reviewed in more detail the issues with a property on East Summit that is 

vacant.  Mayor Kasko then asked what could be done about swimming pools that are 

not properly maintained.  Mr. Walko replied that he will look into the issue.  Mr. Walko left 

at 3:55 p.m.  The Administrator asked if the Commissioners would like to hold off on doing 

anything with adopting an ordinance similar to what Collingswood is doing or hold off 

until we have moved forward under our current ordinance.  The Commissioners agreed 

that they would hold off on such an ordinance at this time.  Commissioner Rochford 

asked if the maximum fine of $1,000 per day could be increased in our ordinance.  The 

Solicitor replied that the Court would most likely not even charge that much. 

 

The Haddonfield Foundation appointment vacancy was reviewed.  It was agreed to 

discuss this further at a later work session. 

 

The Administrator reviewed an unsolicited request to hold a fund raiser in town.  It was 

suggested that this would be something the PTA might be interested in.  The 

Commissioners agreed to forward this to the current President of the ZONE PTA. 

 

An update on the status of the new website was provided by the Administrator.  She 

indicated that the goal is to go live with the new site on July 15th.  Personnel from each 

of the departments have been trained and are working on getting the information that 

was transferred from the old site updated and laid out on their pages.  Not everything 

will be done before the 15th, but it these items are minor and can be updated afterwards. 

 



 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the agenda for the 7:30 p.m. meeting.  No changes 

were made at this time. 

 

Mayor Kasko provided an update on Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC activities.  He 

noted that the Crafts and Fine Arts Festival was a success and very well attended even 

with the heat. 

 

The Administrator then briefly mentioned the following: 

- Lake Street lease – the tenant is renewing the current lease for one year 

- The Commissioners will be getting an update probably next month for use of the rest 

of the property at 65 Haddon Avenue 

- Bancroft letter for the September 17th Bancroft Day.  They are anticipating 400 to 600 

visitors and are asking to close Hopkins lane from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for safety 

reasons.  It was noted that the road can't be closed off at the bridge because then 

cars would have to turn around.  Various options reviewed.  A suggestion was made 

to close it after the parking lot and put “no outlet” sign at the entrance.  The 

Commissioners agreed that the police can deal with this issue. 

- FYI - 200 block of Windsor neighbors are going to try and combine their recycling to 

see if it helps with the collection time for Public Works. 

- The latest Safe Routes To School (SRTS) meeting was productive.  The group will be 

meeting again in two weeks.  The Elizabeth Haddon School route has been changed. 

The Administrator reviewed the changes in detail.  There will still be a need for sidewalks 

installations in various areas, which will change the DOT grant.  Potential changes for 

the other school areas were briefly mentioned.  The Administrator commented that the 

Crossing Guard positions will have to be reviewed with the Police Dept. once all is said 

and done.  A more detailed plan will be provided at the August meeting. 

- Lastly, the Administrator stated that there is another Library change order.  She noted 

that most of the $12,000 additional costs are Library expenses, with only about $3,000 

for the Borough.  A Grand Re-Opening is being scheduled for September 17th.  The 

Commissioners agreed to add the change order to the evening meeting’s agenda. 

 

Mayor Kasko then reviewed the following: 

- He is looking into making a new Planning Board appointment for the Mayor designee 

- The schedule for taking the next Community Calendar photo was reviewed.  The 

Commissioners agreed to either August 25th or 26th at 6:30 p.m., behind the high school. 

The photographer to be used this year is Ed Quinn. 

 

At 4:38 p.m. Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

legal matters concerning the Bancroft property agreement with Mr. O’Neill, negotiations 

with the Teamsters, as well as a potential lawsuit involving a dog bite case and the lawsuit 

regarding the parking issues at the Linden’s Apartments.  Mayor Kasko seconded the 

motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 4:45 p.m. where they had also 

approved to adjourn the meeting. 



 

 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


